
The process of electing a 
representative for the Kansas 
City Council’s 4th In-District 
seat in 2015 was kicked off on 

Jan. 1 when longtime Westside resident 
and nonprofit administrator John 
Fierro became the first to announce his 
candidacy for the seat currently held by 
Jan Marcason, who has termed out. 

His informal announcement on 
Jan. 1 via email was to family, friends 

Esta víspera de Año Nuevo en el barrio del Sagrado 
Corazón en el Westside de Kansas City, familia, 
amigos y antiguos residentes se reunieron para 
recibir el nuevo año en el Salón del Sagrado Corazón.

Esta comunidad no había visto un baile de fin de año en 
este lugar por unos 20 años.

La Iglesia del Sagrado Corazón de Guadalupe y la Radio 
Comunitaria sin fines de lucro KKFI 90.1 FM, fueron los 

The Wyandotte Legislative 
Delegation held a Town 
Hall meeting last week at 
the Kansas City, Kansas 

South Library branch in Argentine.  
The delegation of State Representatives 
and Senators wanted to hear from 
constituents before the Kansas 
legislature convenes for the 2014 
session Monday, January 13.

La Delegación Legislativa 
de Wyandotte, celebró una 
reunión de cabildo la semana 
pasada en la Biblioteca del Sur 

de Kansas en Argentine, Kansas City. La 
delegación de representantes estatales y 
senadores, querían escuchar de parte 
de los constituyentes su opinión antes 
de que la legislatura de Kansas los 
convoque para la sesión de 2014 el 
lunes 13 de enero.
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Fierro Announces 
Run For City Council 

KCK Focuses On State 
Legislative Agenda 

Start The New Year With A 
Bang For KC Community

Comienza El Año Nuevo Con  
Un Éxito Para La Comunidad De KC

KCK Se Centra En La Agenda 
Legislativa Del Estado

This New Year’s Eve in the Sacred Heart 
neighborhood of Kansas City’s Westside, family, 
friends and former residents came together to ring 
in the new year at Sacred Heart Hall.

This community has not seen a New Year’s Eve dance at 
this location for about 20 years.

Sacred Heart Guadalupe Church and not-for-profit KKFI 
Community Radio 90.1 FM were the beneficiaries of “A 
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David Tinoco and a group of volunteers presented 
two checks, one to KKFI Community Radio Station 
90.1 FM, and the other to Sacred Heart Guadalupe 
Church. Both entities said this money will go a long 
way in helping them fulfill their missions.
David Tinoco y un grupo de voluntarios, presentaron dos 
cheques, uno para la estación comunitaria de Radio KKFI 
90.1 FM y la otra para la iglesia del Sagrado Corazón de 
Guadalupe. Ambas entidades dijeron que éste dinero será 
para ayudarles a cumplir con sus misiones.

Right Side Picture - David Tinoco stopped by the church 
rectory to present the check to Fr. Darvin Salazar, 
who was grateful to receive the check. Fr. Salazar 
feels this will help the church and its congregation.
Fotografia de la Derecha - David Tinoco pasó a la notaría de 
la iglesia para entregar el cheque al Padre Darvin Salazar, 
quién estaba muy agradecido de recibirlo. El Padre Salazar 
cree que esto ayudará a la iglesia y su congregación.

Traduce 
Gemma Tornero
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Nancy Burns, Wyandotte County Register of Deeds, explained to the 
legislators and community members attending the Town Hall that Wyandotte 
County would lose $1.5 million to the general fund if a bill passes eliminating 
the mortgage registration fee.
Nancy Burns, del Registro de Escrituras del Condado de Wyandotte, explicó a los 
legisladores y los integrantes de la comunidad que asistieron al Ayuntamiento, que el 
Condado de Wyandotte perdería $1.5 millones para el fondo general, si un proyecto 
de ley pasa eliminando la cuota de registro de hipoteca.

America’s farmers and 
ranchers work hard every 
day to put healthy food on 
our tables. Thanks to their 

incredible productivity, we have the 
capacity to produce enough food not 
only for every American family, but 
for much of the world.

In a nation with such an abundance 
of food resources, it is unthinkable 
and unacceptable that any American 
go hungry. Unfortunately, even as 
the economy recovers and more 
Americans get back to work, millions 
of hardworking folks still need help 
putting food on the table.

America’s food insecure families are 
just one group of Americans counting 

on Congress to finish the work of 
a comprehensive Food, Farm and 
Jobs Bill that adequately invests in 
America’s nutrition safety net.

To help families in need, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture maintains 
a nutrition safety net through a wide 
range of programs. These include the 
Emergency Food Assistance Program, 
which helps ensure adequate stocks 
at food banks and food pantries; the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program that helps families put 
food on the table; and the Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants and Children which 
is focused on mothers and their young 
families.

For example, right now, many food 
banks and emergency food centers are 
dealing with increased winter traffic 
and their resources are stretched thin. 
To help support these food banks 
and pantries, USDA this week was 
able to purchase an additional 155.6 
million pounds of wholesome, high 
quality, domestically-grown fruits 
and vegetables to be donated through 
TEFAP. Last year, the program resulted 
in more than 640 million pounds of 
extra food in food banks across the 
nation and added $498 million to the 
farm economy.

Meanwhile, USDA remains focused 
on delivering a reliable and modern 

assistance effort through SNAP. Our 
efforts to crack down on fraud and 
abuse while modernizing the SNAP 
program have led to one of the lowest 
error rates in history for the program, 
and a fraud rate of 1.3%.

And while we have worked hard 
to provide even healthier meals to 
the 31 million kids who eat school 
lunch and 13 million who eat school 
breakfast, USDA has established 
ambitious goals to expand the reach of 
summer nutrition programs that feed 
more than three million low-income 
children daily when school is out.

Many of these efforts to provide 
a strong, dependable safety net for 
American families rely on passage of 
a new Farm Bill that supports strong 
nutrition programs.

Although the holiday season and 
its focus on giving have passed, this 
is no time to forget that too many 
American children and families are 
still struggling to make ends meet, 
particularly in the wake of an automatic 
SNAP monthly benefit reduction that 
began late last year. Millions of folks 
count on the nutrition safety net as 
they strive to get back to work – and 
they’re counting on Congress to pass a 
Food, Farm and Jobs Bill to maintain 
this important effort.

AS I SEE IT A New Food,  
Farm & Jobs Bill 

 To Fight Hunger Here At Home

By Guest writer  
Tom Vilsack  
Secretary of Agriculture

Fierro Anuncia Candidatura 
Para El Ayuntamiento

On Jan. 10, John Fierro threw in his hat to become the next City Council 
representative for the 4th In-District. Supporters, family and friends joined 
in the official announcement.
El 10 de enero, John Fierro lanzó su candidatura para convertirse en el próximo 
representante del Consejo Municipal por el Distrito 4. Seguidores, familiares y amigos 
se unieron en el anuncio oficial.

El proceso de elección de un 
representante para el 2015 en 
el escaño dentro del Consejo 
de Kansas City en el 4to. 

Distrito, se inició el 1 de enero, cuando 
John Fierro el residente del Westside por 
largo tiempo y administrador sin fines 
de lucro se convirtió en el primero en 
anunciar su candidatura para el puesto 
que actualmente ocupa Jan Marcason, 
quien ha finalizado su término.
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beneficiarios de “Una Noche con las 
Estrellas de Tejano” fiesta baile de fin 
de año. Entretenimiento T & G, junto 
con un grupo de voluntarios de KKFI y 
de la parroquia, organizaron el evento 
que recaudó $4,018 dólares después de 
los gastos ocasionados por el evento. 
El dinero se dividió entre KKFI, que 
lo utilizará para gastos operarios, y el 
Sagrado Corazón Guadalupe, que tiene 
previsto utilizar su parte como capital 
inicial para su fiesta patronal 2014. El 
pastor de la parroquia, sin embargo, 
tendrá el criterio sobre la forma de 
utilizar el dinero.

Actuaron Crazy 8 DJS Richard 
Sánchez y Luis González, Las Estrellas y 
el conocido a nivel nacional Ambixion. 
Más de 300 personas asistieron al 
evento, quienes llenaron el salón hasta 
el tope.

La idea para el evento comenzó 
cuando David Tinoco y Tony Galvin, 
integrantes de la banda local Las 
Estrellas, se encontraban en un 
baile para recaudar fondos que ellos 
organizan alrededor del Día de Acción 
de Gracias.

“Alguien se acercó y preguntó si 
haríamos un Baile de Fin de Año”, dijo 
Tinoco. -”No lo habíamos planeado”.

Garvín dijo que por lo general pasa 
esa época del año con su familia, pero 
-”Dave (Tinoco) ha sido mi familia, ha 
sido mi hermano perdido, por siempre, 

entonces ¿por qué no compartir la 
víspera de Año Nuevo con él?”.

El Comité de la Fiesta del Sagrado 
Corazón se reunió y decidió seguir 
adelante con la recaudación de fondos, 
dijo el feligrés de la parroquia Pedro 
Zamora agregando que el evento “fue 
una manera en que la comunidad latina 
puede responder”.

“Sabemos que tenemos que ayudar a 
la iglesia”, dijo Zamora. “Sabemos que 
tenemos que ayudar a KKFI. La única 
manera en que podemos hacerlo es - en 
lugar de hurgar en los bolsillos - estar 
celebrando”.

El Padre Darvín Salazar, párroco del 
Sagrado Corazón de Guadalupe, dijo 
que el evento “significa mucho porque 
veo el gran amor que los feligreses 
que organizaron este evento tiene para 
nuestra iglesia”.

“Esto nos ayudará a llevar a cabo una 
gran cantidad de nuestros objetivos en 
el trabajo pastoral que tenemos que 
hacer como parroquia”, dijo Salazar. 
“Puedo sentir ahora que somos una sola 
familia y que cada integrante de esta 
familia está haciendo todo lo posible 
para ayudarnos a alcanzar nuestras 
metas, para seguir adelante con la 
misión de Jesucristo”.

Ha pasado mucho tiempo desde que 
la estación de radio comunitaria había 
reunido esta cantidad de dinero, dijo 
Viviana Medellín, co anfitriona con 

Manny Martínez, del programa “Taste 
of Tejano” en KKFI.

“Siempre nos fijamos una meta - 
es una meta pequeña - y siempre la 
logramos”, dijo.

Bill Clause, coordinador de eventos 
especiales y voluntarios para KKFI, dijo 
que el éxito de la recaudación de fondos 
muestra el apoyo de la comunidad 
hispana hacia la emisora de radio y el 
compromiso de la estación en mostrar 
la cultura hispana.

“Sentimos que para nosotros ser una 
radio comunitaria es importante que 
nosotros seamos buenos ciudadanos en 
la comunidad”, dijo Clause.

KKFI requiere alrededor de $400,000 
dólares al año para operar, dijo. La 
estación no recibe subvenciones de 
empresas o ayuda del gobierno, sino 
que depende exclusivamente de las 
donaciones.

“Nosotros simplemente no 
existiríamos sin las miles de donaciones 
que hacemos y eventos como este”, dijo 
Clause. “Cuando la economía realmente 
cayó en el hoyo en 2008, llegamos muy 
profundo, y desde entonces hemos 
estado cavando nuestra manera de 
salir”.

Muchas de las personas que 
celebraron en el evento “eran personas 
que regresaron al barrio  y volvieron 
a vivir un montón de recuerdos del 
barrio”, dijo Zamora.

La Recaudación De Fondos 
Ayuda A Dos Organizaciones
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Night with the Tejano Stars” 
New Year’s Eve dance party. T & 
G Entertainment, along with a 
group of volunteers from KKFI 
and the parish, organized the 
event, which raised $4,018 after 
expenses. The money was split 
between KKFI, which will use 
its share for operating expenses, 
and Sacred Heart Guadalupe, 
which plans to use its share as 
seed money for its 2014 fiesta. 
The parish’s pastor, though, will 
have discretion on how to use 
the money.

Crazy 8 DJs Richard Sanchez 
and Louie Gonzalez, Las 
Estrellas and nationally known 
Ambixion performed. More than 
300 people attended the event, 
which filled the hall to capacity. 

The idea for the event started 
when David Tinoco and Tony 
Galvin, members of the local 
band Las Estrellas, were at a 
fundraiser dance they organize 
near Thanksgiving.

“Somebody came up and 
asked if we’re doing a New Year’s 
Eve dance,” Tinoco said. “We 
hadn’t planned it.” 

Galvin said he usually spends 
that time of year with his family, 
but “Dave (Tinoco) has been my 
family, has been my lost brother, 

forever, so why not share New 
Year’s Eve with him?”

Sacred Heart’s fiesta committee 
met and decided to go ahead 
with the fundraiser, said parish 
member Pedro Zamora adding 
that the event “was one way the 
Latino community can respond 
back.”

“We know we need to help 
the church,” Zamora said. “We 
know we need to help KKFI. 
The only way we can do that – 
instead of digging into pockets 
– is celebrating.”

Fr. Darvin Salazar, pastor 
of Sacred Heart Guadalupe, 
said that the event “means a 
lot because I see the great love 
that these parishioners who 
organized this event have for our 
church.”

“This will help us to 
accomplish a lot of our goals in 
the pastoral work that we have 
to do as a parish,” Salazar said. 
“I can feel now that we are one 
family and that every member of 
this family is doing whatever is 
possible to help us to reach our 
goals, to keep going the mission 
of Jesus Christ.”

It has been a long time since 
the community radio station 
brought in this much money, 
said Viviana Medellin, co-host 
with Manny Martinez of the 

“Taste of Tejano” show on 
KKFI.

“We always set a goal – it’s a 
small goal – and we always meet 
it,” she said.

Bill Clause, special events 
and volunteer coordinator for 
KKFI, said the fundraiser’s 
success shows the support the 
Hispanic community gives the 
radio station and the station’s 
commitment to showcasing 
Hispanic culture.

“We feel like for us to be a 
community radio station it’s 
important that we’re a good 
community citizen,” Clause said.

KKFI requires about $400,000 
a year to operate, he said. The 
station receives no corporate 
grants or government assistance 
but relies solely on donations.

“We simply would not exist 
without the pledge drives we 
do and events like this,” Clause 
said. “When the economy really 
went in the tank in ’08, we got 
really deep in a hole, and we’ve 
been digging our way out ever 
since.”

A lot of the people who 
celebrated at the event “were 
folks who came back to the 
neighborhood … and relived 
a lot of memories of the 
neighborhood,” Zamora said.
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Fundraiser Helps Two Organizations

The Taste of Tejano show 
co-host Manny Martinez 

and Viviana Medellin 
shared with their listeners 

how important it was to 
have the New Year’s eve 
dance. They were able to 

raise over $4,000.00 to 
help both the KKFI and 

Sacred Heart Guadalupe 
church.

Como co-anfitrión el 
espectáculo del sabor de 
la música tejana, Manny 

Martínez y Viviana Medellín 
comparten con sus oyentes 

lo importante del baile de la 
víspera de Año Nuevo. Ellos 
fueron capaces de recaudar 

más de $ 4,000.00 para 
ayudar tanto a KKFI como a la 

Iglesia del Sagrado Corazón 
de Guadalupe.
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About 30 people attended the 
gathering and asked questions 
regarding mental health care, 
expansion of Medicaid to 
help lower income families 
and a proposal to allow local 
governments to exempt projects 
of $2 million or more of sales 
taxes for construction materials.

Money considerations and 
education funding dominated 
the discussion. 

“These are challenging times.  
We have very little revenue.  We 
are coming out of the major 
recession and a global recession. 
… Kansas was one of the last 
ones going in and one of the 
last ones coming out of the 
recession,” said Representative 
Tom Burroughs, D-33rd 
District.

At the end of December 2013, 
Governor Sam Brownback 
proposed an $80 million five-
year plan that would allow 
all kindergarten students in 
Kansas public schools to attend 
a full-day program with the state 
picking up the bill.  

Janet Waugh, District 
1, Kansas State Board of 
Education, asked the legislative 
their thoughts on Brownback’s 
plan and how he planned to 
fund it.

“It is crucial for the majority 
of our districts to offer all-day 
kindergarten.  But do we do that 
at the cost of removing funding 
from other programs?” asked 
Waugh.

The state now only pays 
for half-day kindergarten 
and districts that want an all-
day program must find other 
funding sources. 

“We have been asking that 
question ourselves of ‘where is 
the money coming from?’  It 
is unknown at this time.  As a 
former educator, I support all-
day kindergarten.  Those of us 
sitting on the education panel 
are anxious to hear how it will 
happen and will be funded,” 
said Senator Pat Pettey, D-6th 
District.

Representative Valdenia 
Winn, D-34th District, added, 
“We won’t see the (cost) 
numbers until the end.  There 
are numbers going out, but we 
don’t know where the numbers 
are coming from.”

Senator David Haley, D-4th 
District, chimed in, “We want 
all day kindergarten but our 
concern should be that the 
funding is not taken from other 
areas of education.”

Maurice Gray, legislative 
activist for the Regents 
Institutions, told the legislators 
that in 2014 colleges would see 
a $22 million dollar cut to their 
budget.

“In 2015 we are looking at 
another $22.5 million cut.  A 
college education is important 
for our students.   I see this as 
a serious problem to be dealt 
with,” said Gray.

Representative Winn told the 
audience that she believes in 
supporting education from birth 
to death for Wyandotte County 
residents.  

“I suggest to you and others 
who believe in education and the 
future of Kansas to get active in 
politics and defeat some of those 
people in key positions that are 
not supporters of education,” 
she said.

Representative Broderick 
Henderson, D-35th District, 
said, “I was really shocked at 
how legislators have handled 
school finance.  We’ve never 
adequately funded education.”

Representative Burroughs was 
appalled by the cuts to education.  
“Children have aspirations of 
going on to become doctors, 
lawyers and other occupations.  
I want to give them every 
opportunity to do that.  I believe 
that you don’t steal children’s 
dreams by denying them a 
quality education,” he said.

On another front, the Kansas 
Bankers Association and the 
Kansas Realtors Association are 
working together to eliminate 
the mortgage registration fee 
paid by every person who 
purchases property. The fee has 
been in place since 1925 and 
generates $47 million a year for 
all Kansas counties.  Wyandotte 
County receives about $1.5 
million a year from the fee.

The bankers’ and realtors’ 
association claim the fee is 
unfair.  The fee is only paid by 
people who buy property using a 
bank mortgage.  Without the fee, 
county officials across Kansas 
will have to make up for the lost 
revenue by spreading the cost to 
every property owner through 
increased property taxes.

The Unified Government, 
the Kansas City Area Realtors 
Association and the Kansas City 
Kansas Chamber of Commerce 
oppose eliminating the mortgage 
registration fee.  

Nancy Burns, register of deeds 
in Wyandotte County, asked the 
legislators to oppose the bill.  

“Everyone here who has 
bought their home has paid the 

mortgage registration fee.  They 
want to remove that and it will 
affect our whole county,” she 
said. “In 2013 the general fund 
received $1.5 million from the 
fee.  That is a large loss to the 
county’s’ budget.  This could be 
devastating. We would have to 
raise our mill levy to make up 
the difference if we lose this.  
A mortgage tax fee is only paid 
once, but if we raise property 
taxes to make up for the loss, 
you will pay that every year,” 
stated Burns.

Representative Kathy Wolfe 
Moore, D-36th District, 
supported Burns and told the 
audience that local realtors in 
Wyandotte and Johnson County 
are standing with them in 
favor of keeping the mortgage 
registration fee.

“They realize that although 
you may be putting money in one 
pocket, you are taking money 
out of the other.  It will be a big 
hit to Wyandotte County and a 
bigger hit to Johnson County 
because we will have to raise 
property taxes if they eliminate 
the fee,” said Moore.

During last years’ session, 
Senator Haley introduced a 
medical marijuana bill.  The 
bill would allow Kansas to 
join 18 states and the District 
of Columbia in granting 
permission for qualified patients 
to consume marijuana with a 
physician’s order.

“Many people want an 
alternative to chemical 
prescription drugs,” he said.

Teresa McAlhaney, of Bonner 
Springs, is running on the 
Libertarian party’s ticket for 
governor in 2014 and supports 
Haley’s’ bill.  “There is only so 
much modern medicine can do 
and I feel this is the alternative.  I 
want to send my grandparents to 
Colorado.  One has Alzheimer’s 
and the other prostrate cancer, 
and there have been studies 
showing that marijuana has been 
successful in helping to treat 
these conditions,” she said.

If passed, the bill would allow 
patients to possess up to six 
ounces of marijuana and grow up 
to a dozen plants in their homes.  
Currently in Kansas, anyone 
who illegally obtains marijuana 
to treat a health condition could 
be placed in jail for one year and 
fined $2,500 for a first offense 
possession conviction.

Subsequent convictions can 
mean up to three years in prison 
and a $100,000 fine.  Personal 
cultivation of a marijuana plant 
is a felony in Kansas and carries 
a maximum penalty of up to 17 
years in prison.

“I don’t know why in 2014 
medical marijuana is a thorny 
issue.  I hope that all of us would 
like to hear the pros and cons of 
why Kansas should have legal 
marijuana here,” said Haley.

Representative Stan 
Frownfelter, D-37th District, 
and chairman of the Wyandotte 
County Delegation, said they 
will hold another Town Hall 
in April at the West Wyandotte 
Library in Kansas City, Kansas.

“Estos Son Tiempos Difíciles”
CONT./PAGE 1
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“These Are Challenging Times”

Greg Kindle, president of Wyandotte Economic Development Council and interim executive 
of the KCK Chamber of Commerce, asked the panel of legislators to consider passing a bill 
to eliminate sales taxes on construction materials for projects that come in under $2 million.
Greg Kindle, Presidente del Consejo de Desarrollo Económico de Wyandotte y Ejecutivo Interino de la 
Cámara de Comercio de KCK, pidió al grupo de legisladores considerar la aprobación de un proyecto de 
ley para eliminar el impuesto a las ventas sobre los materiales de construcción para los proyectos que vienen 
de menos de $2 millones de dólares.

Alrededor de 30 personas 
asistieron a la reunión e hicieron 
preguntas sobre el cuidado de 
la salud mental, la expansión 
de Medicaid para ayudar a las 
familias de ingresos más bajos, 
y una propuesta para que los 
gobiernos locales puedan eximir 
los proyectos de $2 millones o 
más de los impuestos a las ventas 
en materiales de construcción.

Dominaron la discusión las 
consideraciones de dinero y el 
financiamiento a la educación.

“Estos son tiempos difíciles. 
Tenemos muy pocos ingresos. 
Estamos saliendo de la gran 
recesión y una recesión global. El 
Estado de Kansas fue uno de los 
últimos que entró, y uno de los 
últimos que sale de la recesión,” 
dijo el representante Tom 
Burroughs, del Distrito 33-D.

A finales de diciembre de 2013, 
el Gobernador Sam Brownback 
propuso un plan de $80 millones 
para cinco años, que permitiría 
a todos los alumnos de jardín de 
niños en las escuelas públicas de 
Kansas, asistir a un programa de 
día completo, siendo el estado el 
que pagaría la factura.

Janet Waugh, del Distrito 1 de 
la Junta de Educación del Estado 
de Kansas, pidió a los legislativos 
su opinión sobre el plan de 
Brownback y cómo él planeaba 
financiarlo.

“Es crucial para la mayoría de 
nuestros distritos, el ofrecer el 
jardín de niños de día completo. 
Pero ¿lo hacemos a costa de la 
supresión de la financiación de 
otros programas?,” preguntó 
Waugh.

El estado ahora sólo paga por 
medio día de jardín de niños 
y los distritos que quieren un 
programa de todo el día tienen 
que encontrar otras fuentes de 
financiación.

“Hemos estado haciéndonos 
esa pregunta -¿de dónde viene 
el dinero?- Se desconoce en este 
momento. Como ex educador, 
apoyo el jardín de niños de día 
completo. Aquellos de nosotros 
que nos sentamos en el panel 
de educación, estamos ansiosos 
por escuchar como va a llevarse 
a cabo y a ser financiado,” dijo el 
Senador Pat Pettey, del Distrito 
6to.-D.

La Representante Valdenia 
Winn, del Distrito 34º-D, 
añadió: “No vamos a ver los 
números (de costos) hasta el 
final. Hay números que salen, 
pero no sabemos de dónde están 
viniendo los números”.

El Senador David Haley, 
Distrito 4to.-D, intervino: 
“Queremos el jardín de niños 
de día completo, pero nuestra 
preocupación debe ser que la 
financiación no se tome de otras 
áreas de la educación”.

Maurice Gray, activista 
legislativo para Regents 
Institutions, dijo a los 
legisladores que en 2014 las 
universidades podrían ver una 
reducción de $22 millones de 
dólares a su presupuesto.

“En 2015 estamos ante un 
nuevo recorte de $22,5 millones. 
La educación universitaria 
es importante para nuestros 
estudiantes. Veo esto como un 
problema grave que debe ser 
tratado,” dijo Gray.

La Representante Winn dijo 
a la audiencia, que ella cree en 
el apoyo a la educación desde el 
nacimiento hasta la muerte para 
los residentes del Condado de 
Wyandotte.

“Le sugiero a usted y a otros 
que creen en la educación y en el 
futuro de Kansas, a estar activos 
en la política y derrotar a algunas 
de esas personas en puestos clave 
que no son partidarios de la 
educación,” dijo.

El Representante Broderick 
Henderson, Distrito 35- D, dijo: 
“Yo estaba muy sorprendida 
por como los legisladores han 
manejado las finanzas escolares. 
Nosotros nunca hemos 
financiado adecuadamente la 
educación”.

El Representante Burroughs 
estaba consternado por los 
recortes a la educación. “Los 
niños tienen aspiraciones 
de convertirse en médicos, 
abogados y otras profesiones. 
Quiero darles todas las 
oportunidades para hacerlo. Yo 
creo que no robas sueños de los 
niños al negarles una educación 
de calidad,” dijo.

Por otra parte, la Asociación 
de Banqueros de Kansas y 
la Asociación de Agentes 
Inmobiliarios de Kansas están 
trabajando juntos para eliminar 
la cuota de registro de hipoteca 
pagada por cada persona que 
compra la propiedad. La cuota 
ha estado en vigor desde 1925 
y genera 47 millones de dólares 
al año para todos los condados 
de Kansas. El Condado de 
Wyandotte recibe $1,5 millones 
de dólares al año del pago.

Afirman los banqueros y la 
asociación de corredores de 
bienes raíces que la cuota es 
injusta. La cuota es pagada 
únicamente por las personas 
que compran el inmueble con 
hipoteca bancaria. Sin la cuota, 
funcionarios de condado a 
través de Kansas tendrán que 
compensar la pérdida de ingresos 
por la extensión de los costos 
para cada dueño de propiedad a 
través de mayores impuestos a la 
propiedad.

El Gobierno Unificado, 
la Asociación de Agentes 
Inmobiliarios del área Kansas 
City y la Cámara de Comercio de 
Kansas City, Kansas se oponen 
a la eliminación de la cuota de 
registro de hipoteca.

Nancy Burns, del Registro 
de escrituras del Condado 
de Wyandotte, pidió a los 
legisladores a oponerse a la ley.

“Aquí todo el mundo que ha 
comprado su casa ha pagado la 
cuota de registro de hipoteca. 
Quieren quitar eso y va a afectar 
a todo nuestro condado,” 
dijo ella. “En 2013, el fondo 
general recibió $1.5 millones 
del pago. Esa es una gran 
pérdida para el presupuesto 
del condado. Esto podría ser 
devastador, tendríamos que 
elevar nuestra recaudación fiscal 
para compensar la diferencia si 
perdemos esto. Un cargo por 
impuesto a la hipoteca sólo se 
paga una vez, pero si elevamos 
los impuestos a la propiedad 
para compensar la pérdida, usted 
va a pagar eso cada año,” afirmó 
Burns.

La Representante Kathy Wolfe 
Moore, Distrito 36to. -D, apoyó 
a Burns y dijo a la audiencia, que 
los agentes inmobiliarios locales 
en los Condados de Wyandotte 
y Johnson están de pie con ellos 
a favor de mantener la cuota de 
registro de hipoteca.

“Se dan cuenta de que, aunque 
usted podría poner el dinero en 
un bolsillo, está tomando dinero 
del otro. Va a ser un gran golpe 
para el Condado de Wyandotte 
y un golpe más grande para el 
Condado de Johnson, porque 

vamos a tener que aumentar 
los impuestos de propiedad si 
eliminan la cuota,” dijo Moore.

Durante la sesión del último 
año, el senador Haley presentó 
un proyecto de ley para la 
‘marihuana medicinal’. El 
proyecto de ley permitiría a 
Kansas unirse a 18 estados y 
el Distrito de Columbia, en 
la concesión de permisos a 
pacientes que califican para 
consumir marihuana con una 
orden del médico.

“Mucha gente quiere una 
alternativa a los medicamentos 
químicos recetados,” dijo.

Teresa McAlhaney, de Bonner 
Springs, está participando en la 
boleta del partido Libertario para 
gobernadora en 2014, y apoya el 
‘proyecto de ley de Haley. “No 
es mucho lo que puede hacer la 
medicina moderna y siento que 
esto es la alternativa. Quiero 
enviar a mis abuelos a Colorado. 
Uno tiene cáncer de próstata 
y el otro tiene Alzheimer, y ha 
habido estudios que muestran 
que la marihuana ha tenido 
éxito en ayudar a tratar estas 
condiciones,” dijo.

Si se aprueba, el proyecto 
de ley, permitiría que los 
pacientes tengan hasta seis 
onzas de marihuana y cultivar 
hasta una docena de plantas en 
sus hogares. Actualmente en 
Kansas, cualquiera que obtenga 
marihuana ilegalmente para 
tratar una condición de salud, 
podría ingresar a la cárcel por un 
año y ser multado con $2,500 
dólares por una primera condena 
de posesión ofensiva.

Convicciones subsiguientes 
pueden significar hasta tres 
años de prisión y una multa de 
$100,000 dólares. El cultivo 
personal de una planta de 
marihuana es un delito grave 
en Kansas y conlleva una pena 
máxima de hasta 17 años de 
prisión.

“Yo no sé por qué en 2014 
la ‘marihuana medicinal’ es 
un tema espinoso. Tengo la 
esperanza que a todos nosotros 
nos gustaría escuchar los pros y 
los contras de por qué Kansas 
debe tener marihuana legal 
aquí,” dijo Haley.

Representante Stan 
Frownfelter, Distrito 37mo.-D, 
y presidente de la delegación 
del Condado de Wyandotte, 
dijo que llevarán a cabo otra 
reunión de cabildo en abril, en la 
Biblioteca Wyandotte Oeste en 
Kansas City, Kansas.KC DOWNTOWN STREETCAR 

STARTER LINE MEETING SET
KC Streetcar Constructors will host a series of three 

open-house style, public meetings to meet stakeholders 
and discuss construction impacts. No formal project 
presentations will occur and participants are welcome to 
arrive and depart according to their schedule. During these 
meetings, participants will be able to find out more about 
how streetcar track, station stops, and vehicles are expected 
to look; the construction schedule and impacts; and how 
to stay informed with the most accurate information about 
the project.

Construction will officially start February 2014 on the 
KC Downtown Streetcar starter line, which will travel 
along Main Street and connect the River Market through 
the Central Business District and Crossroads District to 
Union Station.

Wednesday, January 22 4:30-6:30 pm Union Station, 
Grand Hall 30 West Pershing Rd. Kansas City, MO 64108

Monday, January 27 10:00 am to 12 noon Central 
Library, Helzberg Auditorium 14 West 10th Street Kansas 
City, MO 64105

Wednesday, January 29 4:30 – 6:30 pm Arabia Steamboat 
Museum Atrium 400 Grand Boulevard Kansas City, MO 
64106

For more information, contact the KC Streetcar 
Constructors, at info@kcstreetcar.org or at 816.804.8882.
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Maurice Gray, legislative activist for the Regents Institutions, 
told the legislators that in 2014 colleges would see a $22 
million dollar cut to their budget.
Maurice Gray, activista legislativa para Regents Institutions, dijo a los 
legisladores que en 2014 las universidades podrían ver una reducción 
de $22 millones de dólares a su presupuesto.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Zeolyst International (ZI), an affiliate of PQ Corporation (PQ), 1700 Kansas Ave, Kansas 
City, KS, has selected the contractors listed below to submit proposals for certain work for 
its Kansas City, KS Site expansion projects.  Any other firms interested in participating 
in the bidding process is required to work as a sub-contractor with any of the approved 
bidders.  ZI will communicate with and accept bids for any portion of this requirement from 
the contractors listed below only.  Please contact the approved contractors directly and do 
NOT contact ZI or PQ.

Scope of Work Summary:
RFQ 900-0016-SD: Mechanical/Piping/CSA/Misc. Work RFQ: ZI has installed all piling, pile 
caps, piers, and slab -on-grades and has purchased all process equipment, tanks, vessels, structural 
steel, manual valves and instruments (inline) for installation by Contractor.  The Contractor will 
be responsible for furnishing the following: All construction equipment; specialty and misc. items; 
materials such as concrete, steel reinforcing and other concrete embeds for mezzanines, equipment 
pads, and misc. areas; all large and small bore pipe and fittings; pipe insulation; all tubing and 
fittings; supports for piping, tubing, and instrumentation; grounding materials; HVAC, including 
make-up air unit (MAU’s), ductwork, and misc. fans; building insulated panels, translucent 
panels, doors, and windows; concrete roofing; gutters and downspouts; interior drywall, ceilings, 
and room finishes; fixtures/accessories; and the labor, supervision, materials, equipment rentals 
as needed, and other items required to install all of the ZI-supplied and Contractor-supplied 
equipment and materials.

Notice to LBE/MBE/WBE Firms: ZI has entered into a Performance Agreement with the Unified 
Government of Wyandotte County/Kansas City, KS related to each of certain expansions.   The 
agreement sets forth the guidelines for ZI’s desire to utilize Local (LBE), Minority (MBE) and 
Woman (WBE) Business Enterprises where possible to purchase, construct and equip the project.

Contractor/Sub-Contractor Qualifications: Although the agreement contains specific goals and 
objectives for the utilization of the various business enterprises listed, safe and quality work, and 
competitive proposals are ZI’s primary objectives to complete the project. ZI bidder qualification 
requirements include the following:

• Safety Requirements: All ZI contractors and sub-contractors are required to have an EMR 
of 1.00 or less for the current rating period and the two prior 12-month rating periods.  Also, 
contractors and sub-contractors shall have OSHA Total Case Incident Rates (TCIR) and Lost 
Workday Case Incident Rates (LWCIR) for the last 3 years that meet or exceed the OSHA 
averages for their business classifications. Further, no fatalities shall have been recorded over 
the last 5 years.  Bidders shall provide documentation to verify these statistics.

• General Requirements: All ZI contractors and sub-contractors are also required to submit 
proof of relevant work experience, business condition, and Certificate(s) of Insurance 
documenting that the required insurance policies (General Liability, Auto Liability, Excess/
Umbrella Liability, and Worker’s Compensation) are in place at the required limits.

Schedule: A Request for Quotation (RFQ) and the corresponding Construction Bid Package 
(CBP) is being issued to the approved contractors listed below. The approved contractors have the 
ability to arrange sub-contractor job walks where they determine they are needed. Presently, bids 
from the approved contractors below are due at ZI by Monday, 2/10/14, 4:00pm CT.  Construction 
work is scheduled to begin approximately 3/1/14.

Approved List of Contractors: RFQ 900-0016-SD–Mechanical/Piping/CSA/Misc. Work:

Foley Company
7501 Front Street
Kansas City, MO 64120
Contact: Mia Perez
Ph: 816-448-5997

Crossland Construction
833 South East Avenue
Columbus, KS 66725
Contact: Matt Still
Ph: 620-429-1414

Rand Construction
1428 West Ninth Street
Kansas City, MO 64101
Larry Grant
Ph: 816-421-4143

PUBLIC HEARING

ATTENTION
ALL RESIDENTS OF KANSAS CITY, KANSAS

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND a public hearing to be held on Thursday 
evening, February 6, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Unified Government Board of 
Commissioners Chambers in the Lobby of the Municipal Office Building 701 
North 7th Street. The public hearing is being co-sponsored by the Unified 
Government of Wyandotte County/Kansas City, Kansas Departments of 
Budget and Community Development.  The purpose of this meeting is to 
request public comment on budget priorities.  Citizens and organizations 
will have the opportunity to comment on budget priorities for the adoption 
of the Unified Government’s revised 2014 and proposed 2015 budgets. 
Budget proposal packets for the Unified Government and CDBG budgets 
will be available for citizens and organizations at the meeting and online at  
www.wycokck.org. Packets must be submitted no later than 12:00 p.m. (noon) 
Thursday February 20, 2014 to the Unified Government Budget Office, 701 
North 7th Street Suite #510 or via email to rlindsey@wycokck.org

The public hearing is also being held to receive public comment on housing 
and community development needs, including non-housing community 
development needs for the 2014 Consolidated Annual Action Plan and budget. 
The 2014 Consolidated Annual Action Plan includes the following program 
applications: 40th Year Community Development Block Grant Program 
(CDBG), 2014 HOME Investment Partnership Grant Program, and the 2014 
Emergency Solutions Grant Program (ESG).  The Unified Government 
of Wyandotte County/Kansas City, Kansas Department of Community 
Development is funded through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD).

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE!

The Unified Government of Wyandotte County/Kansas City, Kansas will 
make reasonable accommodations to qualified individuals with disabilities. 
If accommodations are needed for a disability, contact the Human Services 
Department 48 hours in advance at 913-573-5024.

Legislation Would 
Make Missouri a 
National Leader in 
Good Government

Jefferson City, Mo. — 
Secretary of State Jason 
Kander on Tuesday proposed 
new, sweeping legislation to 
improve Missouri’s worst-
in-the-nation ethics and 
campaign finance laws and 
make Missouri a national 
leader in good government. 
The comprehensive solution, 
sponsored by Rep. Kevin 
McManus (D-Kansas City), 
would reinstate campaign 
contribution limits, ban 
lobbyist gifts to elected 
officials and their staff, and 
close the legislator-to-lobbyist 
revolving door. It also would 
make it a crime to obstruct an 
investigation by the Missouri 
Ethics Commission (MEC), 
empower the MEC to penalize 
candidates for circumventing 
contribution limits with fines 
or removal from the ballot, 
and create whistleblower 
protections for individuals 
reporting wrongdoing to the 
MEC.

“The legislature’s dance 
around this problem has 
gone on long enough, and 
Missourians are tired of 
watching too many of their 
elected officials pretend 
as though this situation is 
beyond their control,” Kander 
said. “Our proposal is not a 
compromise that has been 
watered down by both sides. 
This is a solution to a very 

serious problem, and there is 
plenty in here for politicians of 
all perspectives and affiliations 
to dislike. But I don’t work 
for politicians. I work for 
the citizens of our state, and 
the nation’s worst ethics and 
campaign finance laws cannot 
be repaired by minor fixes – 
they can only be repaired by 
real change.”

Current Missouri law 
allows politicians to accept 
both unlimited campaign 
contributions and unlimited 
lobbyist gifts. Kander’s 
proposal would not only 
prohibit politicians from 
collecting six figure donations 
and free sports tickets, it 
would also put an end to the 
secretive practices that political 
insiders use to avoid public 
scrutiny. Currently, the lack 
of rules allows individuals to 
skirt disclosure requirements 
by funneling campaign 
contributions through chains 
of political action committees. 
Kander’s proposal, however, 
bans such money laundering 
and creates the presumption 
that a law has been broken 
when a campaign receives 
contributions from a political 
action committee funded 
primarily by one person that 
has already reached his or her 
contribution limit. It places 
the burden on the politician to 
prove otherwise.

“Across the board, 
Missourians recognize that 
ethics and campaign finance 
reform is badly needed in 
Jefferson City,” McManus said. 
“I’m proud to partner with 
Secretary Kander to develop 
these solutions, and I look 
forward to working with my 
colleagues on both sides of the 

aisle to fulfill our responsibility 
to Missourians.”

The legislation also 
recognizes that in the heat of 
an election year candidates 
may be willing to break these 
strict campaign finance laws 
if the consequences would not 
apply until after the candidates 
have benefitted from an unfair 
advantage. Consequently, the 
bill empowers the Missouri 
Ethics Commission to take 
swift action against candidates 
who violate these new rules, 
ranging from substantial 
fines during the campaign 
to ordering the removal of a 
candidate’s name from the 
ballot. Because the surest way 
to escape punishment under 
current law is to lie to an ethics 
commission investigator, the 
new legislation creates the 
felony of obstructing an ethics 
investigation.

“Crime shouldn’t pay, and 
cheaters shouldn’t be allowed 
to compete,” Kander said.

Even before his election 
as secretary of state, Kander 
was a leader on ethics and 
campaign finance reform. 
In 2010, he worked with 
Republican Rep. Tim Flook to 
pass the most significant ethics 
legislation in the General 
Assembly in a generation. 
Although the Supreme Court 
later invalidated the law on 
unrelated, technical grounds, 
Kander’s efforts paved the way 
for more serious and sustained 
discussion about the problems 
with Missouri’s weak ethics 
laws.

Kander and McManus’ 
legislation is HB 1340.

Source  
Missouri Secretary of State Office

Kander Proposes Sweeping Ethics 
and Campaign Finance Reform
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Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) construction 
projects goal percentage announced

The City of Kansas City, Mo. hereby announces its Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise (DBE) construction projects goal percentage for 
the upcoming three fiscal years, 2013-15.  The standard utilization goal 
will be set at 24% during this time frame.  The proposed goals and the 
rational for setting them are available for inspection for 30 days from the 
date of this publication. Inspections may occur between 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday in the Human Relations Department on 
the 4th floor of City Hall at 414 east 12th street, Kansas City, Mo, 64106.

Comments on the DBE goal will be accepted for 45 days from the date of 
this publication and may be sent to the following person:

Mr. Phillip Yelder, Director
Human Relations Department
414 E 12th Street, 4th floor
Kansas City, MO 64106

DRIVERS WANTED
Drivers:  Make 

$63,000.00yr or more, 
$2,500.00 Driver 
Referral Bonus & 

$1,200.00 Orientation 
Completion Bonus!  

CDL-A OTR Exp. Req. 
Call Now: 1-855-349-5768

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
REGARDING THE PROPOSED  

ELEVENTH AMENDMENT 
OF THE 

11TH STREET CORRIDOR TAX INCREMENT FINANCING PLAN 
 

Pursuant to RSMo 99.825, and in accordance with RSMo 99.830, notice is 
hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held by the Tax Increment Financing 
Commission of Kansas City, Missouri (the “Commission”), commencing at 
10:00 a.m., Wednesday, February 12, 2014, at the Commission Offices, 
located 1100 Walnut, Fourth Floor, Kansas City, Missouri, regarding the 
proposed Eleventh Amendment of the 11th Street Corridor Tax Increment 
Financing Plan (the “Plan”).
The proposed Eleventh Amendment of the 11th Street Corridor Tax Increment 
Financing Plan provides for: (1) modifications to the Budget of Redevelopment 
Project Costs; and (2) modifications to the Budget of Reimbursable Project 
Costs.
The Redevelopment Area, as amended, is generally bound by E. 6th Street on 
the north, E. 14th Street on the south, I-35 on the west, and Wyandotte Street 
on the east (the “Redevelopment Area”), all in Kansas City, Jackson County, 
Missouri.
The proposed Eleventh Amendment of the 11th Street Corridor Tax Increment 
Financing Plan may be reviewed by any interested party on or after February 
5, 2014 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. at the Commission 
Offices.
According to Section 99.830.2(3) all interested parties will be given an 
opportunity to be heard at the public hearing. 
In accordance with Section 99.830.3, each taxing district from which taxable 
property is located wholly or partially within the Redevelopment Area may 
submit comments or objections to the Commission concerning the subject 
matter of the public hearing prior to the date of the public hearing.
Heather Brown, Executive Director

Tax Increment Financing Commission
     of Kansas City, Missouri
1100 Walnut, Suite 1700
Kansas City, Missouri  64106

Earn $$$
Earn up to $1,875. Study 

Avail for males  
age 18-45. If you are 

non-smoker, taking no 
medications,

Avail. for overnight 
stays, you may qualify. 
Interested? Study 4997.  

Quintiles!  
913-894-5533

INVITATION TO BID
KCKHA Contract #14-03-10

The Housing Authority 
of Kansas City, Kansas 
is seeking qualified 
companies to bid on 
Exterior Repair & Painting 
Improvements & Gutter 
Replacement located at 
K1-10, Scattered Sites 
Family Development, 
consisting of 21 buildings.  
All located in Kansas City, 
Kansas on seven separate 
scattered sites.  Consult 
plans and specifications for 
exact locations.
Sealed bids will be received 
until 2:00 pm, February 
11, 2014 at the Housing 
Authority’s administration 
office, at 1124 North 9th 
Street in Kansas City, 
Kansas.  Bids received 
after this time will not be 
accepted. 
Bid packages will be 
available from Davidson 
& Associates, Inc., 10955 
Lowell Avenue, Suite 915, 
Overland Park, KS 66210-
2347; 913-271-6859, 
beginning January 15, 
2014. A refundable deposit 
of $100.00 will be required 
per set.  Check shall be 
made out to Housing 
Authority of Kansas City, 
Kansas. An electronic pdf 
set of contract documents is 
available for free via email 
request at juliebiersmith@
davidsonassociatesinc.
com.
A pre-bid conference 
will be held at 10:00 am, 
January 30, 2014, in the 
Housing Authority’s main 
conference room. 
This project is federally 
funded and subject to all 
applicable regulations.  
Prevailing wage must 
be paid as scheduled in 
the Project Manual.  The 
Authority reserves the 
right to waive irregularities 
and reject any and all bids 
or requests for additional 
information from any 
bidder.
Questions regarding 
the Invitation to Bid 
should be addressed 
in writing to: Tony 
Shomin, Modernization 
Coordinator, Housing 
Authority of Kansas City, 
Kansas, 1124 North 9th 
Street, Kansas City, Kansas 
66101.  Minorities, Section 
3 Contractors and WOB 
are encouraged to bid.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR  
RFP FOR DISTRICT STUDENT TRANSPORTATION

The Hickman Mills C-1 School District is accepting sealed bids to provide student transportation 
beginning with the 14/15 school year, until 2:00 pm local time, Tuesday, January 28, 2014, at the 
Administration Center, 9000 Old Santa Fe Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64138.  Bids will be publicly 
opened at this time.  A copy of the Request for Proposal may be obtained by calling 816-316-7049 
or by accessing  the Hickman Mills C-1 School District website http://www.hickmanmills.org

All interested vendors must attend a mandatory meeting Thursday, January 16, 2011 at 1:00 
P.M. at the Hickman Mills C-1 School District Administration Center, 9000 Old Santa Fe Road, 
Kansas City, MO 64138.

PART-TIME JOB OPPORTUNITY
City of Merriam

 Parks & Recreation Dept.

MARKETPLACE SUPERVISOR POSITION

Qualified applicants should apply at
 Merriam City Hall, 9001 W 62nd St., Merriam,
KS 66202, Mon - Fri from 8:00AM - 4:30PM.

Application is also available on-line at
www.merriam.org or by calling 913-322-5500. 

 
CLOSING DATE: JANUARY 31, 2014

Please view full detailed ad on our
 Web site at www.merriam.org

EOE/ADA/Drug Screen

Prosecutor
113-176 

The City of Overland Park has a full-time position available 
for an Attorney. To apply, go to  

www.opkansas.org. EO/M/F/D/V

MBE, WBE & DBE Bid Solicitation (Kansas City, MO)
RSCI is preparing a bid on 1/21/14 for the Waldo Pumping Station 
and Reservoir Rehabilitation in Kansas City, Mo. We cordially invite 
all subs, including MBE, WBE & DBE to submit a bid for their 
respective craft or service on this project. Bids will be received until 
9:00 a.m. on 1/21/14. For further information please contact us at 
(208) 887-1401. RSCI is an EOE
• Location: Kansas City, MO
• Please do NOT contact me with unsolicited services or offers
• Compensation: Compensation based on lowest bidder for project 

for respective trade and experience.
Electronic Bid Packages are available upon request.

www.KCHispanicNews.com

YOUR AD 
COULD BE HERE

816
472-5246

SBE/WBE/MBE/Section 3 
INVITATION TO BID

Foley Company will be accepting  
subcontract and/or material bids on  

the following projects:

Kansas City Police Department East  
Campus DB No. 001C

Bid Date & Time:  
January 30, 2014 @ 2:00 p.m.

Send bids to Foley Company @  
7501 Front Street, KCMO, 64120

Tel: 816/241-3335 
Fax: 816/231-5762

“SBE/WBE/MBE  
INVITATION TO BID

Foley Company will be accepting  
subcontract and/or material bids on  

the following projects:

Project No. 81000646/1106 -  
NEID Pump Station Bar  

Screen Replacement

Bid Date & Time:  
February 4, 2014 @ 2:00 p.m.

Send bids to Foley Company @  
7501 Front Street, KCMO, 64120

Tel: 816/241-3335
Fax: 816/231-5762

Llame para anunciarse 
en nuestra 

sección de clasificados:
(816) 472.5246

To advertise in our 
classified section 

please call: 
(816) 472.5246
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Su anuncio informal el 1 
de enero a través del correo 
electrónico fue para la familia, 
amigos y simpatizantes. Él 
anunció oficialmente su 
candidatura en un mitin de 
pre campaña el 10 de enero 
en el Westport Saloon. Más 
de 100 familiares, amigos y 
simpatizantes asistieron al 
anuncio oficial.

Fierro dijo a Kansas City 
Hispanic News que sus 
prioridades para el distrito y 
la ciudad en general son: la 
seguridad pública, la creación 
de comunidades más sanas con 
una atención sanitaria adecuada, 
la educación, la creación de 
empleo, especialmente ante 
la perspectiva de ofrecer a 
las empresas aplazamientos 
fiscales; hacer el gobierno de la 
ciudad más eficiente, mejorar 
procesos para las pequeñas 
empresas que hacen negocios 
con la ciudad, y la formación 
de alianzas con el sector privado 
para que -”podamos aprender 
los principios de las empresas y 
adaptarlos en el gobierno de la 
ciudad”.

Fierro dijo que su esposa 
Loretta fue parte integral en su 
decisión de postularse para el 
puesto de Marcason.

“Fue una decisión que mi 
esposa y yo hicimos”, dijo Fierro. 
“Después de haber trabajado en 
el sector comunitario toda mi 
carrera, sin duda uno conoce 
la importancia de la familia 
asegurándome de que en todo 
en lo que me involucró mi 
compañera de vida está detrás 
de mí, y ella me dijo que esto 
era lo correcto por hacer, y una 
vez que tenga luz verde fue ir a 
todo vapor. Es muy importante 
para mí asegurarme de que todo 
lo que hago en mi vida -en lo 
referente a mi carrera, el poner 
primero mi familia y lo más 
importante, mi esposa. Ella es la 
que ha estado aquí a lo largo de 
todo mi éxito y a través de todos 
mis fracasos, y no puedo darlo 
por sentado”.

Fierro dijo a Hispanic News 
que la muy publicitada y 
criticada presencia y papel de 
la esposa del ex Alcalde Mark 
Funkhouser, Gloria Squitiro, 
durante el mandato del Alcalde 
Funkhouser no le preocupo.

“Después de haber seguido 
mi carrera, yo no creo que nadie 
haya visto nunca a mi esposa 
sirviendo café en mi oficina, 

ni asistiendo a un montón de 
eventos”, dijo Fierro. “De hecho, 
es todo lo contrario. La gente 
suele preguntar:  -¿Dónde está 
tu esposa? ¿Quién es ella?- A 
ella le gusta mantenerse detrás 
de la escena. Ella me apoya en 
la comodidad de nuestro hogar. 
Ciertamente, como cualquier 
pareja casada, se discute lo 
que pasa durante el día, pero 
cuando vengo a trabajar, ya sea 
como un integrante del Concejo 
Municipal o como Director 
General de Mattie Rhodes, todas 
mis decisiones son mías”.

Una decisión que tomó en 
2007 lo llevó a una controversia 
que involucro a la  ex integrante 
de la Junta de Parques y 
Recreación, Francés Semler, 
quien fue miembro del Cuerpo 
de Defensa Civil Minuteman. La 
organización declara en su sitio 
web que su misión es “para ver 
asegurados los límites y fronteras 
costeras de los Estados Unidos 
contra la entrada ilegal y no 
autorizada de todas las personas, 
el contrabando y fuerzas armadas 
extranjeras”.

A Fierro se le preguntó por los 
líderes cívicos y comunitarios 
hispanos para renunciaron 
a la Junta de Parques y 
Recreación, en protesta por el 
nombramiento que Funkhouser 
hizo a Semler. Fierro se negó a 
renunciar, diciendo que pensaba 
que eso no habría sido lo mejor 
para la comunidad hispana. Él 
continuó diciendo que no se 
arrepentía, pero reconoció que 
podría costarle algunos votos en 
la comunidad hispana. Semler 
renunció a la junta directiva a 
principios del 2008.

Fierro dijo que desde el inicio 
de su carrera, “un fuego se 
encendió en mi corazón en cuanto 
a la pasión de la promoción de 
nuestra comunidad hispana y eso 
empieza con la representación de 
la comunidad”.

“Al analizarlo, a lo largo de 
los últimos 25 a 30 años, ha 
sido esporádica”, dijo sobre la 
representación hispana de la 
ciudad. “No hemos tenido un 
concejal electo de la ciudad 
durante al menos los últimos 10 
años o más. Así que para mí, es 
muy importante que tengamos 
a alguien que ha vivido en el 
barrio, que ha vivido la vida de 
un latino que crece en el núcleo 
urbano y entiende los retos 
que estarán representados en 
el Consejo, para ser una voz, 
para hablar en nombre de esas 
personas”.

En respuesta a una pregunta 
que Hispanic News realizó 
acerca de si algunas personas 
en el distrito, pero que fuera de 
la comunidad latina, podrían 
pensar que él no entendería por 
lo que pasan, Fierro dijo que él 
va a “ser la voz de todos, pero 
lo más importante, no me voy a 
olvidar de dónde vengo y dónde 
vivo actualmente y ese es el 
Westside”.

Él relató algunas de sus 
experiencias de vida, que 
según él lo han preparado para 
representar a la comunidad 
hispana y al resto de las 
comunidades en el Distrito 4.

“He experimentado el ser 
residente de una vivienda 
pública al crecer en el West 
Bluff “, dijo. “Yo sé lo que es ir 
a la escuela pública de Kansas 
City porque su familia no tiene 
los recursos financieros para 
enviarle a una escuela privada. 
También entiendo lo que 
es ser un padre adolescente, 
crecer aquí en la comunidad 
de Westside, tener que ir a 
trabajar, tener que criar a los 
hijos. Entiendo la importancia 
de nuestra fe católica y de las 
muchas bendiciones que me han 
sido otorgadas por la Virgen de 
Guadalupe y su importancia 
para la cultura latina. Así que 
sin duda, sí, cuando llegue a ser 
esa persona del consejo y ser la 
voz de la comunidad latina estoy 
hablando por experiencia propia. 
Estoy en el barrio día tras día”.

Esa sensibilidad por el barrio 
impulsó a Fierro para contactar a 
los candidatos postulantes en la 
carrera más reciente para alcalde 
- que Sly James ganó - para 
decirles antes de hacer público 
de que su intención era mostrar 
su apoyo a Mike Burke para la 
alcaldía. Después de haber hecho 
esto “realmente habla de quien 
soy”, dijo Fierro. Fue presidente 
de la Junta de Comisionados 
del Departamento de Parques y 
Recreación en esa época.

Fierro agregó que su servicio 
en las últimas cuatro alcaldías 
y su “pasión, experiencia, 
educación y el deseo de llevar 
al Distrito 4 “le dan” la 
oportunidad única de interactuar 
con diferentes culturas, grupos 
socioeconómicos y grupos de 
edades.

Fierro cerró el mitin haciendo 
hincapié en la importancia de 
centrarse en la sustentabilidad 
financiera de la ciudad a largo plazo.

Lea más acerca de Fierro en 
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
J o h n F i e r r o K a n s a s C i t y .

Fierro Stresses Public Safety & 
Financial Sustainability

and supporters. He officially 
announced his candidacy at a 
campaign pep rally on Jan. 10 
at the Westport Saloon. More 
than 100 family, friends and 
supporters turned out for the 
official announcement.

Fierro told Kansas City 
Hispanic News that his 
priorities for the district and the 
city in general are: public safety; 
building healthier communities 
with adequate healthcare; 
education; job creation, 
especially in light of giving 
businesses tax deferments; 
making city government more 
efficient and improving the 
process of small businesses 
doing business with the city; and 
forming partnerships with the 
private sector so “we can learn 
business principles and adapt 
those in city government.”

Fierro said his wife Loretta 
was integral in his decision to 
run for Marcason’s seat. 

“It was a decision that my wife 
and I made,” Fierro said. “Having 
worked in the community sector 
my entire career, certainly one 
knows the importance of family 
in making sure that whatever I 
get involved with that my life 
partner is behind me, and she 
said this was the right thing to 
do, and so once I got the green 
light it was full steam ahead. It’s 
very important to me to make 
sure that whatever I do in my 
life career-wise that I put my 
family first, and most important, 
my wife. She is the one that’s 
been here throughout all of my 
success and through all of my 
failures, and I can’t take that for 
granted.”

Fierro told Hispanic News 
that the much-publicized 
and criticized presence and 
role of former Mayor Mark 
Funkhouser’s wife, Gloria 
Squitiro, during Funkhouser’s 
mayoral term didn’t concern 
him. 

“Having followed my career, 
I don’t think anyone has ever 
seen my wife serving coffee in 
my office, nor has she been at 
a lot of events,” Fierro said. “In 
fact, it’s the opposite. People 
often ask, ‘Where is your wife? 
Who is she?’ She likes to keep 
behind the scenes. She supports 

me in the comfort of our home. 
Certainly, just like any married 
couple, we discuss what goes on 
during the day, but when I come 
to work, whether it be as a City 
Council member or as CEO of 
Mattie Rhodes, all my decisions 
are mine.”

One decision he made in 2007 
pulled him into a controversy 
involving former Parks and  
Recreation board member 
Frances Semler, who was a 
member of the Minuteman Civil 
Defense Corps. The organization 
states on its Website that its 
mission is “to see the borders 
and coastal boundaries of the 
United States secured against the 
unlawful and unauthorized entry 
of all individuals, contraband 
and foreign military.”

Fierro was asked by Hispanic 
civic and community leaders 
to resign from the Parks and 
Recreation board in protest 
of Funkhouser’s appointment 
of Semler. Fierro refused to 
resign, saying he thought that 
to do so wouldn’t have been 
in the Hispanic community’s 
best interest. He went on to 
add that he had no regrets but 
acknowledged that it could cost 
him some votes in the Hispanic 
community. Semler resigned 
from the board in early 2008.

Fierro said that from the start 
of his career “a fire was lit in my 
heart in terms of the passion 
of advancing our Hispanic 
community and it starts with 
representation.”

“Looking over the last 25 to 
30 years, it’s been sporadic,” 
he said of the city’s Hispanic 
representation. “We haven’t had 
an elected city councilman for at 
least the last 10 years plus. So for 
me, it’s very important that we 
have somebody that has lived in 
the neighborhood, who has lived 
the life of a Latino growing up in 
the urban core and understands 
the challenges to be represented 
on the council, to be a voice, 
to speak on behalf of those 
individuals.”

In response to a question 
from Hispanic News about 
whether some people in the 
district, but outside the Latino 
community, might think he 
wouldn’t understand what they 
go through, Fierro said that he 

will “be a voice for everyone, but 
more important, I’m not going 
to forget where I came from and 
where I currently live and that’s 
the Westside.”

He recounted some of his life 
experiences, which he said had 
prepared him to represent the 
Hispanic community and all 
other communities in the 4th 
District.

“I’ve experienced being a 
public housing resident growing 
up in the West Bluff,” he said. 
“I know what it’s like to go to 
the Kansas City public school 
system because your family 
doesn’t have the financial means 
to send you to private school. I 
also understand what it is to be 
a teenage parent, growing up 
here in the Westside community, 
having to go to work, having 
to raise children. I understand 
the importance of our Catholic 
faith and the many blessings 
that have been bestowed upon 
me by Our Lady of Guadalupe 
and her significance to the 
Latino culture. So certainly, yes, 
as I become that council person 
and be the voice of the Latino 
community I’m speaking from 
direct experience. … I’m in the 
neighborhood day in and day 
out.”

That neighborhood sensibility 
prompted Fierro to contact the 
candidates in the most recent 
race for mayor – which Sly James 
won – to tell them before making 
a public endorsement that he 
intended to support Mike Burke 
for mayor. Having done this 
“really speaks to who I am,” 
Fierro said. He was president 
of the board of commissioners 
of the Parks and Recreation 
Department at the time.

Fierro added that his service 
under the past four mayors 
and his “passion, experience, 
education and a desire to lead 
the 4th District” give him “the 
unique opportunity to interact 
with so many different cultures, 
socio-economic groups and age 
groups.”

Fierro closed the rally by 
stressing the importance of 
focusing on the city’s long-term 
financial sustainability. 

Read more about Fierro at 
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
J o h n F i e r r o K a n s a s C i t y. 

CONT./PAGE 1 CONT./PÁGINA 1

Fierro Insiste En La Seguridad Pública &  
La Sustentabilidad Financiera

John Fierro told a crowd of well-wishers that he will “be a voice for everyone, but more important, I’m not going to forget where I came from.”
John Fierro dijo a una multitud de admiradores que va a “ser la voz de todos, pero lo más importante, yo no voy a olvidar de dónde vengo”.

Visit us on...
Visítanos en...

Kansas City Hispanic News
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Biological 
Warnings 
Many Ignore

Each year, about 600,000 
Americans – one in four 
deaths -- in the United 
States are from heart 

disease, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control.

Of the 715,000 Americans 
who have a heart attack each 
year, about 525,000 are first-
timers, says the CDC, and 
those individuals may not know 
what’s happening. Sadly, many 
people do not get to the hospital 
on time, says paramedic Dale 
Hemstalk.

“If someone is having a heart 
attack, for example, they should 
get to the hospital without 
delay upon the initial onset of 
symptoms,” says Hemstalk, who 
is also a software developer with 
Forté Holdings, Inc., a provider 
of health-care software that 
works closely with paramedics, 
emergency medical technicians 
and firefighters to speed 
delivery of medical services. 
The company’s newest software, 
iPCR, takes electronic patient-
care reporting in the field to 
new levels of portability and 
affordability.

“We live in an age in which 
we should be taking greater 
advantage of our technology for 
health purposes – but you have 
to call for help first!” Hemstalk 
says.

He shares warning signs that 
it’s time dial 9-1-1.
•	 Symptoms	 for	 a	 heart	
attack: Men and women 
frequently report different 
symptoms. Men tend to have 
the “classic” signs, such as 
pressure, fullness, squeezing 
or pain in the center of 

the chest that goes away 
and comes back; pain that 
spreads to the shoulders, neck 
or arms; chest discomfort 
with lightheadedness, 
fainting, sweating, nausea 
or shortness of breath. 
For women, symptoms tend to 
be back or jaw pain; difficulty 
breathing; nausea or dizziness; 
unexplainable anxiety 
or fatigue; mild flu-like 
symptoms; palpitations, cold 
sweats or dizziness. Triggers 
tend to be different between 
the sexes, too. In women, 
it’s often stress; in men, it’s 
physical exertion.
•	 Symptoms	 for	 a	
stroke: There are clear, 
telltale characteristics of a 
stroke, including sagging 
on one side of the face, an 
arm that’s drifting down and 
garbled speech. But there are 
also more subtle signs from 
the onset, such as sudden 
numbness of one side of the 
body, including an arm, leg 
and part of the face; sudden 
confusion, trouble speaking 
and understanding; sudden 
trouble seeing in one or both 
eyes; sudden loss of balance; 
sudden headache for no 
apparent reason. Risk factors 
include diabetes, tobacco use, 
hypertension, heart disease, 

a previous stroke, irregular 
heartbeat, obesity, high 
cholesterol and heavy alcohol 
use. 
•	 Symptoms	 for	 heart	
failure: This is not the same 
as a heart attack, which occurs 
when a vessel supplying the 
heart muscle with oxygen and 
nutrients becomes completely 
blocked. Heart failure is a 
chronic condition where the 
heart can’t pump properly, 
which may be due to fluid 
in the lungs. Warning signs 
include shortness of breath, 
fatigue, swollen ankles, chest 
congestion and an overall 
limitation on activities. Just 
one of these symptoms may 
not be cause for alarm; but 
more than one certainly is. 
Risk factors include various 
heart problems, serious viral 
infections, drug or alcohol 
abuse, severe lung disease and 
chemotherapy. 
“At no point should anyone 
be discouraged from calling 
911; the bottom line is, if 
you feel it’s an emergency 
and you need to call 911, call 
911!” Hemstalk says. “There 
are many reasons to seek 
assistance from emergency 
responders, and they are not 
limited to those that I’ve 
mentioned.” 

A Business Owner’s  
Case for Raising Minimum Wage

Three Signs  
It’s Time  
To Call 9-1-1

What if we could create 
a program that would 
strengthen our tax base, 
make government spending 

more fiscally responsible and provide a 
powerful financial incentive to low-income 
workers? It sounds too good to be true.

But it already exists and dates back to 
1938 – the minimum wage.

When wages are too low for even full-
time workers to buy basic necessities, 
workers turn to taxpayer-funded programs 
like food stamps and Medicaid. A surprising 
beneficiary is the low-wage employer who 
is being subsidized by taxpayers.

It’s a perverse incentive program. A 
corner business or giant retailer like Costco 
that pays a starting wage of $11.50 an 
hour gets no government subsidy while a 
store across the street paying the federal 
minimum wage of $7.25 is actually getting 
a government handout because it pays a 
substandard wage. This does not make 
economic sense.

Unfortunately, the minimum wage has 
been eroding for decades. The minimum 
wage under Republican President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower in 1956 was actually 18 
percent higher than it is today, adjusted for 
inflation. We can’t progress as a nation this 
way.

Back in 1914, Henry Ford doubled the 
average autoworker’s pay and reduced their 
workday to eight hours in order to cut 
turnover and enable them to afford to buy 
the Model T. He understood the crucial 

connection between worker wages and 
consumer demand.

Too many business people have 
unlearned this lesson and our economy 
continues to suffer as customers have less 
to spend on the products businesses have to 
sell. If cutting wages were the answer, our 
economy would be humming right now.

Raising the minimum wage is a great 
way to boost consumer demand because 
every additional dollar that goes into the 
hands of a low-income worker is very likely 
to be spent, thus spurring business sales 
and economic growth. Our economy needs 
this boost from the bottom up.

We employ hundreds of customer service 
and warehouse workers at Uncommon 
Goods. Our lowest wage for seasonal 
workers is $12 – up from $11 in 2012 
and $10 in 2011. Full-time workers earn 
more. We see higher productivity and 
lower turnover when employees are fairly 
compensated. And as we’ve raised our 
starting wage, our entry-level workers have 
become more financially self-sufficient. 
That’s what our government should be 
encouraging – not poverty wages.

The Fair Minimum Wage Act, introduced 
earlier this year in Congress, would 
gradually raise the minimum wage in three 
steps to $10.10 and then annually adjust 
it for inflation to keep up with the cost 
of living. In addition, it would raise the 
minimum wage for restaurant workers and 
other tipped employees who have an even 
lower minimum wage of $2.13, a figure 
that hasn’t changed in 20 years. The $5.12 
shortfall per hour between $2.13 and $7.25 
is expected to be covered by customer tips – 
whether you work the slowest shift or at the 

lowest price truck stop. When that doesn’t 
happen, employers are supposed to pay the 
difference. Not surprisingly, many don’t. 
The proposed legislation would gradually 
raise the base wage for tipped employees to 
70 percent of the regular minimum wage.

As business owners, we have to deal with 
annual price increases in rent, insurance, 
utility bills and supplies. Our employees 
also feel the pinch of these higher costs 
and should see their wages increase to 
keep pace. Future more predictable 2 to 3 
percent annual increases for inflation will 
be much easier for businesses to manage 
than the necessary situation now of bigger 
spikes after years of stagnation. And 
indexing the minimum wage to inflation 
has the great advantage of taking politics 
out of the issue.

Ten states currently index their 
minimum wage to rise with inflation: 
Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Missouri, 
Montana, Nevada, Ohio, Oregon, Vermont 
and Washington. And New Jersey voters 
recently passed a referendum making it the 
11th state to do so. It’s time for the federal 
government to follow suit.

Public opinion polls show wide support 
for raising the minimum wage and indexing 
it to inflation. We should see the same 
broad bipartisan support in Congress.

It’s been over four years since our 
country’s poorest workers have gotten a 
raise. Let’s not let another holiday season 
pass them by.

David Bolotsky is founder and CEO of 
UncommonGoods, an online and catalog 
retail business based in Brooklyn, NY. He is 
a member of Business for a Fair Minimum 
Wage.

IN MY VIEW

By 
David Bolotsky

CONGRESSMAN CLEAVER  
URGES IMMEDIATE ACTION  

TO HELP MISSOURI’S FIFTH DISTRICT

We need to be allowed to vote immediately 
on extending emergency unemployment 
insurance.  And I am urging the Speaker of 

the House to let Members do just that. 
 Hardworking men and women in Missouri’s Fifth 

District are struggling. They have played by the rules 
and have lost their jobs through no fault of their own. 
To cut off their lifeline right now, while they continue 
to look for work and still must feed their families, is 
mean-spirited and just plain wrong.

At the end of December, 1.3 million Americans 
lost unemployment insurance, including 20,000 
Missourians. Failure to act will cost an estimated 1,362 Missourians their benefits 
every week for the first six months of this year. Right now, almost 3,500 residents of 
Missouri’s Fifth District have been cut-off from this critical lifeline. And the number 
continues to grow. 

The Senate recently voted 60-37 to begin consideration of a bipartisan three-month 
extension of unemployment insurance. This is the first step toward reinstating the 
vital economic assist for the 1.3 million Americans who were cut-off during the 
holidays. 

It is now time for the House Republican leaders to let us vote. This extension is 
necessary not only for Missouri families, and those around the nation, but also for 
local economies and businesses. To say it is a disincentive to looking for work is, 
quite frankly, disingenuous.

Since the expiration of the Emergency Federal Unemployment Compensation 
program 22,619 Missourians have lost their benefits, and that number grows every 
day.  This averages $235.04 a week in income. These are dollars desperately needed 
to feed their families, pay the heating bill, and keep a roof over their heads. 

We, in Congress, need to work together and focus on expanding economic 
opportunities for the middle class and creating jobs for all hardworking Americans. 
This extension needs to happen – and it needs to happen now. 

FACTS ABOUT FEDERAL UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE PROGRAM:
* Was signed by President George W. Bush and took effect in 2008.
* Has been reauthorized several times as the economy continues to recover.
* 1.3 million job seekers were cut off on December 28th as the program expired.
* Without an extension another 72,000 people nationwide are estimated to lose 

unemployment insurance every week during the first half of the year.
* Is one of the most effective job creation strategies when joblessness rate is high.
* Every dollar of unemployment compensation spent creates $1.52 in additional 

economic activity.
* Last week alone the lapse in unemployment insurance cost state economies more 

than $400 million. 
* According to the Congressional Budget Office extending unemployment benefits 

for another year would save 200,000 jobs.
* Expiration of the Emergency Unemployment Compensation will shrink GDP  

by .04% points in the first quarter.
* Letting benefits expire won’t put people back to work.
* Unemployment rate is 25% higher than when the Emergency Unemployment 

Compensation passed in June 2008.
* Millions of Americans will exhaust benefits before finding work.

By Guest writer  
Dale Hemstalk

911

DeLaSalle Charter High School
Open Enrollment

3737 Troost
Kansas City, MO 64109

816-561-4445
An alternative to the 

traditional high school
Small class sizes

One-on-one attention
Free transportation

Day care and parenting classes
Everything you need to be successful!

Space is filling up fast
Call to schedule your enrollment appointment today

www.delasallecenter.org

www.KCHispanicNews.comONLINE
EN LINEA

Siempre
Always
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CISCO’S CANTINA

 DINE IN, CARRY-OUT
AND CATERING

KANSAS CITY HISPANIC NEWS 
 RATED CISCO’S CANTINA 

BEST MEXICAN RESTAURANT 
 NORTH OF THE RIVER!

10235 NORTH OAK TRAFFICWAY
JUST ABOUT 12 MINUTES 

FROM DOWNTOWN KCMO

816-734-9569

HAPPY HOUR 
 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm

 Drinks, Home Of The Black Margaritas and Beer Specials,
 Best Margaritas North of The River, Plus Great Mexican Food
Specials, Burritos, Fajitas, Tacos, Enchiladas and Much More!

RICHARD ENRIQUEZ SR.
Richard Enriquez Sr., 63 of Kansas City, MO was one of the 

strongest men who fought and had the most positive attitude towards 
life; he lost his battle to cancer on Saturday, January 11, 2014. It was 
Richard’s wish that he be allowed to die at his home surrounded 
with his loving family, friends and man’s best friend “Sparky.” 

Richard was born on December 15, 1950 to Delphino S. Enriquez 
and Hazel Ojeda and raised on Kansas City Westside by his grandma 
“Concha,” Enriquez along with his three older sisters, many cousins 
& childhood friends who became like family. 

Richard graduated from Westport High School and worked for Cowley Distributing and owned 
his window cleaning company.  He was a hardworking man. He was an awesome Father, Son, 
Grandfather, Uncle, Brother, Cousin and Friend.  

Richard was preceded in death by his father and sister, Rachel Davila.
Those surviving Richard include two sons, Richard Enriquez, Jr. (fiancée Jessica Ortiz) and Michael 

Enriquez (wife Kimberley Enriquez); his mother, Hazel Ojeda; two sisters, Patricia Enriquez and 
Eva Paez-Caldera; six grandchildren, one great granddaughter, and his constant companion, Sparky. 

Visitation will be 5-8 p.m. Friday, January 17 at the McGilley Midtown Chapel, where the 
rosary will be prayed at 7:00 p.m. Mass of Christian Burial will be 10:00 a.m. Saturday, January 
18 at Sacred Heart/Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, 2544 Madison. Burial will be in Mt. Calvary. 
His family said looking back at Richard’s life and hearing all his stories about walking through 
the neighborhood making new friends to eating ice cream from the ice cream truck seemed 
like it was just yesterday. He enjoyed life to it fullness. So many stories come to mind like him 
protecting his little brother and cousin when he was out with them. Richard had fond memories 
of his younger days in Kansas City. 

Richard had a big passion for baseball and would catch a KC Royals game every chance he could. 
Boy, did he love them Royals! 

Another love Richard had was cars. Ever since he was a little boy, he collected car models. As 
he got older, that hobby didn’t stop. He continued to collect car models and before we knew it he 
bought his own truck & cars. He loved keeping them clean. He would wax them all day despite the 
weather. 

He also enjoyed taking lots of pictures just for the memories. He also had a “Coca-Cola” 
collection out of this world. You always have that one person who is the clown of the family whom 
EVERYBODY loves and he was that person. From doing his famous little dances to pitching us 
a new joke every day; Richard  never stopped smiling & laughing at his own jokes. You couldn’t 
help but laugh with him. He was one of the many who visited and kept in touch with the Enriquez 
family in Mexico and the ones spread throughout the U.S. He made San Antonio, Texas like his 
second home. Boy, did he love San Antonio, the restaurants and the attractions.

Up to his last day with his own strength and everyone’s love and support he put up quite the 
fight. Cancer wasn’t bringing him down. He stood as strong as he could. As Richard journeyed 
through life he made many friends along the way. He will be dearly missed by all he touched in 
his lifetime. God bless you and rest in peace.

Fond memories and condolences may be left at www.mcgilleymidtownchapel.com. In lieu of 
flowers the family requests donations to McGilley Midtown Chapel.

In Loving Memory
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In Loving Memory
JUANITA F. GARCIA

August 18, 1923 – January 13, 2014

Juanita F. Garcia, 90,Gladstone, MO, passed away passed 
peacefully at home on January 13, 2014.  Mass of Christian 
Burial will be Saturday, January 18 at St Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Church, 900 Shady Lane, Kansas City, at 10:00 AM.  
Interment will follow at Resurrection Cemetery. Friends may 
call Friday January 17, from 5:00 to 8:00 at McGilley Antioch 
Chapel, 3325 Vivion Road, Kansas City, MO where the Rosary 
will be prayed at 7:00. 

Juanita was born August 18, 1923 in Topeka, Kansas to Juan and Epitacia Florez.  In 1940, 
she married Miguel Garcia.  They moved to Kansas City in 1943 and enjoyed nearly 60 years of 
marriage together. They were Christian world travelers, including visits to Our Lady of Fatima, 
Our Lady of Lourdes and the Medjugorie Shrine in Yugoslavia.  In addition, Juanita rode camels 
in Egypt and took many trips to see friends in South America.

Juanita was very active in her church, she belonged to the St Charles Bible Study Group, The 
Friendly Club and was a Eucharist and hospital minister for St Charles. She had many church 
friends who will miss her beautiful smile.  

Juanita is preceded in death by her parents, husband, one brother, two sisters and two 
grandchildren, Phillip Ortega, Sr. and Benjamin Ortega, Jr.  Survivors include: son, Michael 
(Sylvia) Garcia of Gladstone; daughters Maria Elena (Aurelio) Magana of Argentine, KS; 
Christina (Arthur) Florez of Gladstone, MO; Mary Ann Trujillo of Gladstone; and Carolyn 
(Benjamin) Ortega of Kansas City, MO; 18 grandchildren, 53 great-grandchildren and 3 great-
great-grandchildren.  She is also survived by brothers Thomas Florez and Christopher Florez of 
Fredonia, KS and a sister, Valentina Zacharias of Pittsburg, KS.

As a loving mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, and great–great-grandmother she leaves 
behind a wonderful legacy of children that loved her dearly.  She will be greatly missed by many 
nieces, nephews, cousins, brothers, sisters-in-law and sister. 

Arr. McGilley Antioch Chapel.


